RECORD ILLINOIS $1.95 MILLION FOR
STERILIZATION OF YOUNG WOMAN

28-year-old Miranda
Richardson dreamed about
having her own children.

¢ Adopted as an infant, she
wondered what it would feel
like to look into the eyes of her
child and have her own features

reflected back.

‘When Miranda began

having abdominal pain, her
gynecologist, Dr. Hai Solomon,
performed a pelvic ultrasound
which showed a left ovarian
mass. Surgery was scheduled at
Gottlieb Memorial Hospital to
remove the mass. When Miranda
awoke from surgery, Dr. Solomon stated that he had discovered cancer
and removed all her reproductive organs.

“Jeff never seemed to doubt
that I'd been wronged,”
said Miranda.

Miranda sought follow-up treatment with a gynecological oncologist
who informed her she had been unnecessarily sterilized and that this type
of cancer was slow-growing, thus, unlikely to spread. Since she desired
children, the proper standard of care would have been a fertility-sparing
procedure to remove only the tumor and affected ovary.

“When I learned that I would never have children, I was devastated. Dr.
Solomon represented himself as qualified to take care of me. I believed
him. The surgery was, in effect, the death of my dreams,” said Miranda.

Richardson’s attorney, Jeftrey E. Martin, explained: “According to the
Operative Report, Dr. Solomon found a small amount of peritoneal fluid
and sent it for a cytology exam to check for cancer cells. He performed

a biopsy of the tumor and sent it to pathology. Rather than waiting for
the final pathology and cytology results, he performed a total abdominal
hysterectomy and removed both fallopian tubes and ovaries, taking away

There were two sets of doors to enter and exit the restaurant with a set
of stairs between them. The Defendants knew that one set of stairs was
most often used by their patrons because of its proximity to the hostess
stand and cash register. Despite this knowledge, the Defendants allowed a
large potted plant to obstruct their patrons’ view of the stairway. In fact,
the restaurant had been previously cited by the Village of Elk Grove for
placing the plants in this area.”

Josephine was taken to the hospital by ambulance. The force of the

fall was so strong that she suffered severe fractures of her foot and hip
necessitating a hip replacement. Josephine also suftered osteomyelitis in
her foot resulting from an ulceration which became infected. The wound
ultimately required a skin graft.

Susan Novosad recounted Josephine’s ordeal: “After the fall, Josephine was
admitted to the hospital for a week, transferred to the rehabilitation unit of
the hospital for two additional weeks and then transferred to a nursing home
for further rehabilitation and assistance with activities of daily living. She had
to be readmitted to the hospital due to the osteomyelitis in her left foot and
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Miranda’s ability to conceive, her option for in vitro fertilization and
placing her in immediate menopause.”

Martin continued: “Waiting for the final results would have revealed a
less aggressive type of cancer and no cancer cells in the peritoneal fluid.
Miranda was the first patient Dr. Solomon treated with this type of
cancer. Instead of seeking an opinion from a gynecological oncologist
specializing in ovarian tumors, Dr. Solomon relied on a pathologist to tell
him what surgery was necessary. Ultimately, other than the left ovarian
mass, all the other reproductive organs that he removed were healthy and
cancer free.”

According to the Plaintiff’s expert obstetrician-gynecologist Patricia
Boatwright, M.D.: “The thought process of a surgeon even being
guided surgically by a pathologist on a frozen section in a 28-year-old
is out of my realm of reality. A good pathologist is not going to tell
me, ‘Boatwright, this is what you do surgically” When we graduate, as
physicians we are told ‘you do no harm.” If you don’t know, close the
patient up, get some help, you do no harm.”

Miranda reflected on what prompted her to seek legal counsel: “Although
[ felt blessed with support from my family and friends, I needed a place

iy to release my feelings of grief and anger. Dr.
Solomon needed to know how his actions
impacted my life. Jeft possessed the right
mixture of professionalism to advocate for me
and the sensitivity to recognize my feelings of
loss. During a critical moment as I struggled
with whether to agree to the mediation before
trial, he made it clear that although he was
confident in his strategy to win the case,
ultimately it was my decision.”

“I would much rather have Daniel Xavier and Heaven Alexandria, the
children of my dreams, than a monetary settlement. The settlement could
never replace what I have lost. It was simply the only way to force Dr.
Solomon to recognize how much pain his unnecessary actions caused.
My hope is that he acts with greater care to those who are under his
care,” Miranda said.

the need for a skin graft. In essence, Josephine spent three long months
undergoing treatment and away from home following the incident.”

“Before the accident I was in wonderful health and was totally
independent. I enjoyed spending time with my family and friends and
volunteering at the senior center. The accident has taken away my
independence and forced me to live in constant pain. [ had to give up my
volunteer work at the senior center because of my injuries,” said Josephine.

Ultimately, due to her residual disability Josephine was forced to move
out of her apartment and into a building that offers food service and
skilled care. Josephine now has limited endurance for ambulation and
standing and must rely on a walker to get from one place to an other.

Josephine added, “On a positive note, Susan has been like a daughter to me.

Sometimes in life you meet a person who is a true professional and yet
capable of adding a personal touch. Susan was professional in every way
and yet she showed genuine concern for my well being. No phone call
from my children or me went unanswered. Susan was always there when

we needed her.”
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