Donna Allen is greeted by Larry Finn.

Donna talks about how her life has
changed since the accident.

John Perconti & Steve Levin

MY LAWYER IS
LIKE “COOL JAZZ.”

Donna loved her job as a special delivery
carrier. For an outgoing person like her,
seeing new faces and meeting new people
every day was the perfect job.

February 12, 2002, began like any other day
for Donna Allen. She was driving a Post
Office minivan on her way to her next stop,
when she was T-boned in the middle of a
busy intersection by a driver employed by
Maximum Freight. The impact was so intense
that Donna was taken by ambulance to the
Norwegian American Hospital.

When asked about what the last nearly
four years has been like Donna replies,
“Every day | thank God I'm alive. My life
has changed quite a bit since the accident.
I've had spinal surgery. I've had surgeries and
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physical therapy for my right knee. My right
foot and ankle are very weak. | have to use
a walker to walk and to get up and down. |
can’t drive or use the stairs. The doctor says
that | will need more surgery in the future.”

“In my job asadriver, I used to see people who
needed special transportation to get around. |
always felt badly for them having to wait for
someone to take them where they wanted to
go. | thanked God for my independence. |
never thought that would be me.”

Donna adds, “I guess the hardest thing is the
constant pain.You never get used to that.

And | miss my job. I can’t be a full time driver
any more. Now I'm a clerk and | can only
work four hours a day. But I'm grateful that |
still meet nice people every day”

“l am also glad my lawyer sent me to Levin
& Perconti and that Larry Finn came into my
life. He put me at ease the first time | met
him. Larry is like “cool jazz:” smooth and easy
to listen to. He was interested in more than
just the case. He really cared about whether
or not | was feeling better. In the end, Larry
got a great result for me. And with what my
future holds, I'm very grateful.”

“Larry’s not just a good lawyer. He’ a good man.”

“Every day | thank God
I’m alive. My life has changed
quite a bit since the accident...

“At the end of the day wed like to
think that we make a difference in the
lives of the families we serve.”
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ASK THE EXPERTS:
LETTERS FROM OUR CLIENTS

Dear L & P:
Recently my brother and |
received money as a result of
a verdict in the death of our
dad. It was a horrible time for
our family, as you know. For
the most part, our family and
friends have been supportive
throughout the ordeal of our
dad’s death and the trial. The
problem is that one member of our family has inferred that

my brother and I have “profited” from my dad’s death.

She acts as if my brother and I are “celebrating™ a windfall
instead of mourning the death of our father. This attitude is
very hurtful for us. How would you suggest my brother and
I respond to this issue? — S. P.

Dear S.P:

First and foremost, we hope that your family is beginning to find
healing and peace. Ultimately, this is the most important goal.
Secondly, everything that you shared with us about your dad tells
us that he would want you and your brother to live your lives to
the fullest.

Sometimes people say hurtful things when they don’t understand
or appreciate the circumstances and loss surrounding the injury or
death of a loved one. We all know that there is no dollar amount
that could ever replace having your dad in your lives.\We realize that
there is really nothing that can undo his suffering.

Whenever it is possible, try to ignore unsolicited comments. If that
doesn’t work, then the best response is the truth. The truth is that
you would rather that your dad did not have to suffer needlessly. You
would give anything to spend another day with him. Unfortunately,
there is no way to undo his suffering and no means to bring him
back. Our advice to you is this: Look this individual in the eye and
say, “l would give anything to have my dad back. | hope that the
results of this trial means that another family will not have to suffer
the loss of a loved one.”

If you have a question or need an answer, please email —
Ask the experts at expert@Ilevinperconti.com



