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Local nine-year old girl  
can finally have surgery 
after jury awards $1.03 Million 
for birth trauma  

Julissa Arias is a bright and beautiful 
little girl who has already experienced 
life’s most terrifying experiences—
going through countless surgeries and 
testifying at her own trial.  At first 
glance, Julissa looks like any other nine-
year-old girl. Look closer and you will 
notice that her right arm is shorter 
than the left and that she carefully 
drops her right shoulder in order to 
perform simple actions like holding a 
glass or catching a ball. After nine years 
of surgeries, physical and occupational 
therapy and determination to be 
like other kids, she is still learning to 
compensate for her disability. 

According to Julissa’s attorney, Jeffrey 
Martin, “The jury found that during 
the birth of Julissa Arias, the defendant 
obstetrician failed to use appropriate 
maneuvers and applied excessive 
force upon the baby’s head, thereby 
permanently damaging the baby’s 
right brachial plexus.”  

Martin used his own experience as 
a father to help her get through her 
testimony. “If there was any other 
way rather than having her testify, I 
would have taken it. But no one could 
explain to a jury what her life is like 
better than she can. Julissa needed to 
tell her story.” 

Martin added, “To put her at ease 
I asked her if she liked to ride roller 
coasters. Thankfully, she responded that 
she did. I explained that she should 
think of testifying at her trial like being 
on a roller coaster – it would be scary, 
she would be a little nervous, but there 
would be no danger of getting hurt. 
And when her testimony was almost 
finished, it would be like rounding the 
last curve on the roller coaster. She 
would be able to say, “I did it!” And 
she did. 

Martin added, “I admit that I also promised her that I would bring 
over our new puppy for a visit no matter how she did. Julissa showed 
the jury that she has the heart of a tiger. She accepts the fact that she 
can’t play baseball, volleyball, or basketball and that she will never be a 
ballerina.  She just doesn’t allow her limitations to define her.” 

On July 7, 2006, a Cook County jury awarded Julissa $1.03 Million for 
the birth trauma she suffered that caused the permanent injury to the 
brachial plexus nerves in her right shoulder.

When the verdict came in, Helia Arias, Julissa’s mother said, “I can 
finally breathe. I can finally cry. I have worked so hard so that Julissa 
could have a normal life like other kids. I have been waiting nine 
years to hear a jury tell me what I already knew. This should not have 
happened to my baby.  She can finally have the surgery she needs. ”  

On August 24, 2006, Julissa’s parents, Hector and Helia, flew Julissa 
to Houston, Texas to see a doctor who would perform a surgery that 
he created two years ago. The surgery will reduce, not eliminate, the 
effects of her physical deformity.

After the surgery Martin kept his promise and arrived for a visit with 
his own puppy, Riley, and Riley’s sister, Ellie, whom he borrowed from 
a friend. 

Martin said, “The reunion brought lots of smiles and 
giggles. Oh, and I forgot to mention, Julissa smiled and  
giggled too!” 

Cook County Jury Awards 
Record $2.9 Million Verdict  
for the death of a 57-year old 
woman in Nursing Home 

Ana Carrasco thought her prayers 
had been answered. She beat the 
cancer and was looking forward to 
going home with her daughter, Sheila 
Albores, and her little granddaughter.  
As Ana’s family anxiously awaited 
her arrival, Ana began to struggle 
for breath until she could no longer 
breathe. During the next hours and 
days she suffered respiratory failure, 
coma and ultimately brain death. In 
other words, Ana Carrasco died from 
suffocation. How could this happen to 
Ana in a residential health care facility 
responsible for her care? 

From the time she was admitted to 
Manor Care, Sheila and her mother 
questioned the lack of care Ana was 
receiving. A simple request for water 
and ice chips was frequently ignored. 
More often than not, Sheila tended 
to her mother’s needs. When the staff 
ignored Ana’s difficulty in breathing, 
Sheila made up her mind that she 
would take care of her mother at 
home. Immediately, Sheila began 
making preparations. Unfortunately, 
Ana never made it home.

Ana’s breathing became so severe on the evening before she was 
scheduled to go home, Ana prophetically told her daughter, Sheila: 
“Take me home. I can’t breathe. If I don’t get out of here I am going to 
die.” Sheila responded: “Mom, I’m coming to get you in the morning.” 
These were the last words mother and daughter exchanged.

Steve Levin and Mike Bonamarte explained how this tragedy occurred, 
Ana Carrasco had been admitted for a two-week short-term rehabilitation stay 
to condition her in the use of a tracheostomy tube, a medical device that was 
inserted to help Ana breathe. The radiation that was successful in curing Ana’s 
epiglottal cancer caused a buildup of scar tissue in her throat, narrowing her 
breathing airway. Despite this, Ana had a positive attitude and was ready to face 
the challenge of adjusting to life with a trach tube as her primary airway. 

Levin added, “The staff at Manor Care was responsible for cleaning 
and suctioning the tube three times daily to avoid obstructions caused 
by debris and mucous. During Ana’s five-day stay at the defendant’s 
facility, the trach tube was suctioned only two out of the required 
fifteen times and cleaned once out of the required fifteen. The staff 
also failed to give Ana medications prescribed to loosen and prevent 
mucous build up and secretions. After only five days under the care 
of Manor Care, Ana’s tracheostomy tube progressively filled up with 
mucous causing her to suffocate.”

Sheila’s quest for justice has been ongoing.  In July of 2003, Sheila 
testified at the Senate Finance Committee on the inadequate care at the 
nation’s nursing homes. Sheila told her mother’s story and challenged 
the committee with these words, “I conclude today’s testimony with 
this statement; My mother, Ana Carrasco, was fifty-seven years old, able 
to voice her complaints and concerns, and had the support of a loving 
family at her side while in a nursing home, and yet still faced a tragic 
death. If this tragedy was allowed to happen to my mother, who will 
be the voice for patients who cannot speak for themselves nor have 
no one to speak for them? What does fate hold for them? I am here 
today so that no one else suffers from neglect while under the care of 
a nursing home.”

Sheila and her family finally had a sense that justice had been served 
in their mother’s tragic and painful death when a Cook County jury 
came back with a $2.9 million award. Levin and Bonamarte will also 
petition for attorney’s fees under the Illinois Nursing Home Act.  

“I would give anything —anything at all to have my mother back for 
one more day.” Sheila said following the verdict.

When the verdict 
came in, Helia Arias, 
Julissa’s mother 
said, “I can 
finally breathe. I 
can finally cry.” 

Sheila recalls how her mom was 
looking forward to coming home.

Julissa’s 
favorite bear has one too!

Jeff Martin introduces 
Riley to Julissa Arias.

Julissa shows off the cast she 
will wear for the next 7 weeks.

How could this happen �
to Ana in a residential health care 
facility responsible for her care?

My lawyer is  
like “cool Jazz.”
Donna loved her job as a special delivery 
carrier. For an outgoing person like her, 
seeing new faces and meeting new people 
every day was the perfect job. 

February 12, 2002, began like any other day 
for Donna Allen. She was driving a Post 
Office minivan on her way to her next stop, 
when she was T-boned in the middle of a 
busy intersection by a driver employed by 
Maximum Freight. The impact was so intense 
that Donna was taken by ambulance to the 
Norwegian American Hospital.

When asked about what the last nearly 
four years has been like Donna replies,  
“Every day I thank God I’m alive. My life 
has changed quite a bit since the accident.  
I’ve had spinal surgery. I’ve had surgeries and 

physical therapy for my right knee. My right 
foot and ankle are very weak. I have to use 
a walker to walk and to get up and down. I 
can’t drive or use the stairs. The doctor says 
that I will need more surgery in the future.” 

“In my job as a driver, I used to see people who 
needed special transportation to get around. I 
always felt badly for them having to wait for 
someone to take them where they wanted to 
go. I thanked God for my independence. I 
never thought that would be me.”

Donna adds, “I guess the hardest thing is the 
constant pain. You never get used to that.

And I miss my job. I can’t be a full time driver 
any more. Now I’m a clerk and I can only 
work four hours a day. But I’m grateful that I 
still meet nice people every day”

“I am also glad my lawyer sent me to Levin 
& Perconti and that Larry Finn came into my 
life. He put me at ease the first time I met 
him. Larry is like “cool jazz:” smooth and easy 
to listen to. He was interested in more than 
just the case. He really cared about whether 
or not I was feeling better. In the end, Larry 
got a great result for me. And with what my 
future holds, I’m very grateful.” 

“Larry’s not just a good lawyer. He’s a good man.”   

“�I am relieved that the trial is over for Sheila and her family. 
In a shining example of the justice system’s competence, 
the jury did not hesitate to punish the wrongdoers by 
awarding an amount commensurate with the harm caused 
to Ana Carrasco and her family.” Said Steve Levin

Ana pictured with her 
family in happier times.

Donna Allen is greeted by Larry Finn.

Donna talks about how her life has 
changed since the accident.

 “�Every day I thank God �
I’m alive. My life has changed 
quite a bit since the accident… 

“�At the end of the day we’d like to 
think that we make a difference in the 
lives of the families we serve.” 

John Perconti & Steve Levin
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…the Newsletter for and About the People We Serve.™
Client Tell

About our firm
Welcome to our first edition of Client Tell.  We 
hope you enjoy meeting our clients and reading 
about the work that we do. 

Our legal team dedicates its practice to providing 
the highest quality legal services in cases 
involving nursing home negligence, medical 
malpractice, wrongful death, defective products, 
and catastrophic injury. 

We are proud of the service we provide to clients 
from the youngest to the senior members of our 
community and their families. We believe that 
every person should be cared for and treated 
with respect and dignity each and every day of 
their lives. A person’s age, life expectancy, limited 
physical or mental capacity, and ability to earn 
wages should have no bearing on these rights. 

At Levin & Perconti, we work diligently on behalf 
of every client we serve to provide the results 
our clients deserve. We have achieved more than 
$250,000,000.00 in verdicts and settlements on 
behalf of the families we serve. 

“�We have achieved 
record results for 
victims of nursing 
home negligence 
and have been 
instrumental in 
improving the 
quality of care in 
these facilities.”

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 

$14.1 million record high verdict in failure to diagnose 
lung cancer: S.H. v. Dr. Pitts et al 
A 51-year-old single mother received three chest x-rays performed 
over a two-month period. Even though the radiologist interpreted the 
x-rays as abnormal and recommended repeat studies and follow up, the 
defendants failed to inform the plaintiffs of the abnormalities and the 
need to seek follow up care. The lung cancer remained undiagnosed 
for nearly two years and the cancer metastasized to the brain thereby 
shortening the woman’s life. Represented by: John J. Perconti 

$3.6 million settlement in a failure to correctly interpret 
x-ray: B.S. v. Boyle 
A radiologist failed to correctly interpret an X-ray and missed a massive 
tumor that caused the death of a 29-year-old husband and father. A 
test called an intravenous pyelogram had been ordered because of the 
man’s persistent complaints of pelvic pain and difficulty urinating. The 
radiologist read the test as normal despite there being significant bladder 
displacement. The bladder displacement was caused by a pelvic tumor 
pressing on the bladder. By the time the tumor was found, the cancer 
had eroded the pelvic bone and the man was no longer a candidate for 
surgery as the cancer had spread throughout his body, and ultimately 
took his life. Several other lawyers rejected the case before being 
accepted by Levin & Perconti. Represented by: John J. Perconti

$2.9 million settlement in birth trauma: L. B. v. West 
Suburban Hospital
A 5-year-old girl recovered for severe brachial plexus injuries to 
her left shoulder at birth. The attending obstetrician pulled too 
hard on the baby in trying to relieve shoulder dystocia a condition 
caused when the baby’s left shoulder got stuck under the mother’s 
pubic bone. Represented by: Steven M. Levin & Jeffrey E. Martin                            

$2.25 million settlement in failure to diagnose and treat 
an infection: T. B. v. Undisclosed Hospital, Chicago 
A 5-year-old boy, who had acute myelocytic leukemia, received a bone 
marrow transplant from his younger brother that was a 5 out of 6 
match. Thereafter, the child showed signs of infection but was given no 
antibiotics for approximately 10 hours. Since the child was recovering 
from a bone marrow transplant, his body was unable to fight off infection 
and by the time he was given the antibiotics, it was too late to prevent 
the infection from spreading through his body. The infection caused 
septic shock, severe breathing difficulties, and bleeding in the brain 
resulting in the child’s death 10 days later. Prior attorneys turned down 
the case because they believed that the child’s life expectancy had already 
been reduced from the leukemia, and thought the case would be too 
difficult and expensive to litigate. Represented by: Jeffrey E. Martin

$500,000.00 settlement in the death of an 88-year old 
woman: L.L. for E.W. v. Evanston Northwestern Healthcare 
An 88- year- old woman was admitted to the hospital with a 
diagnosis of dementia, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD), lung cancer, gastritis, and esophagitis.  The decedent 
was admitted to the hospital and evaluated for several recent 

occurrences of hypoxia.  The woman’s death was caused by the 
hospital staff ’s failure to reconnect the decedent to oxygen after she 
returned from a Doppler study. Represented by: Scott R. Clewis

NURSInG HOmE 

$3 million record pressure sore settlement: A.W. v. 
Renaissance Hillside 
A 65- year- old woman was the victim of nursing home abuse and 
neglect. She developed four large stage IV bed/pressure sores affecting her 
back, foot, heel and ankle. These pressure ulcers significantly worsened 
based upon the nursing home employees’ failure to reposition, monitor, 
assess and timely treat the sores. The sores took over four years to heal 
and measured as large as 12 cm x 10cm in diameter. The defendants 
at the facility admitted the home was understaffed and as a result they 
were not able to provide the care the woman needed to prevent the 
bed sores from forming and progressing to a stage IV. This case was a 
record pressure sore case in Illinois. Represented by: John J. Perconti

$1.5 million settlement for violation of Nursing Home 
Care Reform Act: AR v. Ridgeview Pavilion
An Illinois nursing home violated the Nursing Home Care Reform Act 
by failing to monitor a 66-year- old mentally impaired resident’s cigarette 
smoking. The plaintiff sustained severe burn injuries over a 40 day period 
and eventually died from her injuries. Represented by: Steven M. Levin

ASSISTED LIVInG FACILITY 

$1 million verdict in case in which insufficient staffing 
lead to choking death: Undisclosed Plaintiff v. Sunrise 
Assisted Living Mgmt & Respect Home Care 
A 67-year-old man choked to death because an assisted living facility failed 
to provide a soft diet prescribed to the man by the home’s physicians. The 
defendant admitted that there was insufficient staff both in training and in 
numbers and as a result client was given the wrong diet, which resulted in 
his death. Represented by: Susan L. Novosad and Steven M. Levin

FOOD POISOnInG 

$4 million settlement John Doe v. Major Hotel Corporation 
Attendee at a national convention contracted salmonella poisoning, 
leading to crippling arthritic injuries. Represented by: Steven M. Levin

PREmISE LIABILITY

$2.3 million settlement L.S. v Chicago Housing Authority 
A mother left her three small children with a neighbor and babysitter while 
she went out on an errand to a neighborhood store. While at the store, the 
mother learned that her apartment was on fire. As a result of the fire, two 
little boys, ages 5 and 4 years, were severely burned, requiring hundreds 
of surgeries at LaRabida Children’s Hospital and Research Center. The 
boys’ 3- month-old sister died in the fire. The plaintiff claimed that the 
Chicago Housing Authority was negligent by blocking a rear entrance, 
allowing batteries to be removed from smoke detectors, and failing 
repair a defective electrical outlet. Represented by: John J. Perconti

Ask the experts:  
letters from our clients

Dear L & P: �
Recently my brother and I 
received money as a result of 
a verdict in the death of our 
dad. It was a horrible time for 
our family, as you know.  For 
the most part, our family and 
friends have been supportive 
throughout the ordeal of our 
dad’s death and the trial. The 

problem is that one member of our family has inferred that 
my brother and I have “profited” from my dad’s death.  
She acts as if my brother and I are “celebrating” a windfall 
instead of mourning the death of our father.  This attitude is 
very hurtful for us. How would you suggest my brother and 
I respond to this issue? – S. P.

Dear S.P:

First and foremost, we hope that your family is beginning to find 
healing and peace. Ultimately, this is the most important goal. 
Secondly, everything that you shared with us about your dad tells 
us that he would want you and your brother to live your lives to 
the fullest.

Sometimes people say hurtful things when they don’t understand 
or appreciate the circumstances and loss surrounding the injury or 
death of a loved one.  We all know that there is no dollar amount 
that could ever replace having your dad in your lives. We realize that 
there is really nothing that can undo his suffering. 

Whenever it is possible, try to ignore unsolicited comments. If that 
doesn’t work, then the best response is the truth. The truth is that 
you would rather that your dad did not have to suffer needlessly.  You 
would give anything to spend another day with him.  Unfortunately, 
there is no way to undo his suffering and no means to bring him 
back. Our advice to you is this: Look this individual in the eye and 
say, “I would give anything to have my dad back.  I hope that the 
results of this trial means that another family will not have to suffer 
the loss of a loved one.” 

If you have a question or need an answer, please email –  
Ask the experts at expert@levinperconti.com
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