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Families sue landlord in fire that
killed 6 kids

Owner's, manager's negligence is cited

By Oscar Avila
Tribune staff reporter
Published September 22, 2006

Two families that lost six children in a Rogers Park apartment fire this
month sued the building's owner and management company Thursday,
alleging that their negligence contributed to the children's deaths.

In their lawsuit, the Ramirez and Ramos families allege that Marshway

Limited Partnership, CIG Management and building owner Jay Johnson
failed to maintain the building in a "reasonable, safe condition."

The families are seeking at least $50,000 in

B4 E-mail this story damages for the children's deaths. They also
& Printable format are seeking damages for injuries, disabilities
Js 7_ and trauma suffered by two children who

Search archives survived the fire. The families also cite ongoing
RSS medical and funeral expenses.

"No one who played a part in this tragedy will go

without scrutiny," attorney Steven Levin said at

a news conference in front of the Rogers Park
apartment building in the 7700 block of North Marshfield Avenue, where
plywood covers burned-out windows and stuffed animals remain along the
sidewalk as a shrine to the children.

A spokesman for Johnson, the general partner for Marshway Limited
Partnership, said he could not comment because company officials had not
seen the lawsuit.

But the building owner affirmed his commitment to working with the city to
determine why the fire occurred and to prevent similar tragedies.

Johnson reported two weeks ago that a 2005 inspection found smoke
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