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Family Of Man Killed In Fall From Porch
Settles Suit For $975K
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CHICAGO (CBS) - Sean Heflin fell from a deck
that was not up to code and died from his
injuries. Now a building management company
has settled a wrongful death lawsuit for
$975,000.

CBS 2 investigator Pam Zekman, who first
disclosed the tragic details in Heflin’s death, has
more on the latest developments.

For Heflin’s mother, the lawsuit was more about
the message than any money she could expect
to get.

And it's a message she hopes will be driven home to the city, building
owners and tenants who may have dangerous porch code violations
where they live.

“The hope is ... is that the city will be much more diligent in doing

checks of the porches in the city and that landlords are aware that, if
they have a porch that is not up to code, that they could have a suit
against them,” Jane Heflin said.
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Her 24-year-old son was at a Lincoln Park building at 1909 N. Bisell
St., attending a party on the 2nd floor deck. The railing on that deck

was 10 inches lower than the building code requires.
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“That 10-inch difference, in this case, was the difference between no
accident and serious injury and tragic death,” said Steven Levin, the
Helfin family attorney.
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Police Seek Carjacker Who Sexually
Assaulted Woman In West Pullman
Police have issued a community alert, after a
21-year-old woman was sexually assaulted in
the West Pullman neighborhood earlier this
month.

Fight Over Woman In Lincoln Square
Lands Texas Man In Jail

A man is behind bars Wednesday, after a
weekend brawl in the Lincoln Square
neighborhood left a woman and her boyfriend
hospitalized.

Person Falls Onto Tracks At Division
Street Blue Line Stop

A part of the busy Blue Line subway was
briefly shut down Wednesday morning, after a
person was found on the tracks.

Fire Breaks Out In ComEd Vault Near
Sanitary And Ship Canal

A ComEd vault caught fire Wednesday
morning in an industrial district near the
Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal.

Boy, 14, Brutally Beaten In Logan
Square

A 14-year-old boy was on life support
Wednesday morning, after being brutally
beaten as he walked home from studying with
his girlfriend in the Logan Square
neighborhood.
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But Levin said, “The purpose of this (porch) ordinance is to protect
people sometimes from their own unwise behavior.”

Asked if the settlement provides any consolation, Jane Heflin said,
“The only consolation is that maybe by this being brought back into
the news, that someone will go out and measure their railing. There is

no consolation for losing my son.”
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Stammich Management, which owned and managed the apartment
where Sean Heflin died, could not be reached for comment.

A spokesman for the city’s Buildings Department, which was not sued
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in this case, said if renters identify porch problems, they should
contact their landlord immediately. If the landlord refuses to take
correction action, call 311 and a building inspector will be sent out to
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