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Medical Malpractice 

Family settles childbirth claim for $4.5 million 

THE MOTHER AND GRANDMOTHER of a boy who suffered brain damage as a result of a botched delivery reached a $4.5 million settlement with their family-practice physicians.  David Freedman and Candice Ireton, the family’s doctors, initially handled Shanaye Jones’ labor and delivery of her child, Daronte Jones-Brooks, but failed to respond to nonreassuring fetal heart rate tracings by instituting intrauterine resuscitative measures or by calling for an immediate ob-gyn consultation to perform an emergency cesarian delivery.  When ob-gyn Yam Tong was finally called, he also failed to perform a C-section, delaying the delivery another 90 minutes.  Daronte was delivered vaginally, but not before the mother had to undergo five unsuccessful attempt at vacuum extraction.  The plaintiffs alleged that Daronte, now age 7, suffered brain damage as a result of intrapartum asphyxia caused by the combined negligence of Freedman, Ireton and Tong.  Jones Brooks v. Freedman, No. 96 L 11057 (Cook Co., Ill., Cir. Ct.).  
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