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Illinois Court Approves Record 1.5M Settlement In Nursing Home Burn Case

A trial court in Cook County, Ill., has approved a record $1.5 million settlement in favor of the family of a woman who suffered burns after nurses at the Brentwood North Nursing and Rehabilitation Center negligently used 185-degree water from an industrial coffee urn to give her a sitz bath.  Pease v. Brentwood Nursing Home et al., No. 00 L 10804, settlement approval (Ill.Cir.Ct., Cook County, Feb. 11, 2002).  

Steven Levin of Levin & Perconti in Chicago represented the woman’s family, and said a search of Illinois nursing home settlements revealed that the agreement tied the previous high settlement of a nursing home case.  Levin said he also represented the plaintiff in that 1992 case.  

At the time of the incident in question, Elizabeth Jawor was an 87-year-old resident of Brentwood who was totally dependent on the facility’s staff.  While at Brentwood, Jawor developed a cyst on her labia, and her doctor ordered a sitz bath.  

According to Levin, the nurses at Brentwood thought they were supposed to steam the area of the cyst, as opposed to placing her in lukewarm water.  As a result, the nurses obtained the water for the sitz bath from the industrial coffee urn in the facility’s kitchen, he said.  

After placing Jawor in the water, the nurses allegedly noticed that Jawor became restless.  She was returned to her bed and the staff noticed that her buttocks had a layer of skin peeled off.  She subsequently was transported to a local hospital for treatment of second-and third-degree burns.  

When the water was tested the following day by the Illinois Department of Public Health, its temperature was found to be 185 degrees.  Accordingly, the agency cited the facility and fined it $10,000.  

Jawor died seven months after the incident.  Marilyn Pease, as special administrator of her estate, filed the negligence lawsuit against Brentwood after Jawor died.  

During discovery, Levin said the nurses who administered the sitz bath complained at their depositions that the nursing home was understaffed and that their requests for additional help were ignored by their supervisor.  Thereafter, Brentwood agreed to pay the entire amount of the $1.5 million settlement.  

The facility is insured by ACE USA. 

Levin was jointed in his representation of Jawor’s family by Susan Novosad of Levin & Perconti.  

Brentwood is represented by Scott Myers and Laura Lally of Myers & Miller in Chicago.  
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